
A TREND REPORT BY

 2 0 1 6  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  R E PO R T

U N D E R ST A N D I N G  S A N  L U I S  O B I S PO  C O U N T Y

A TREND 
REPORT BY

V I TA L S I G N S



Vital Signs – Understanding San Luis Obispo County Economy Economy 

© 2016 Applied Survey Research   53 

Economy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Economy Summary .......................................................................................................... 54 

Financial Well-Being and Income ..................................................................................... 55 

Financial Well-being ........................................................................................................ 55 
Household Income........................................................................................................... 57 

Employment ..................................................................................................................... 58 

Concern about Employment Opportunities ...................................................................... 59 
Unemployment Rates ...................................................................................................... 61 
Pay for Selected Occupations .......................................................................................... 62 
Child Care Supply ........................................................................................................... 63 
Net Job Change .............................................................................................................. 64 

Retail Sales ...................................................................................................................... 65 

Travel Spending and Related Impacts ..................................................................................... 66 

  



Economy Vital Signs – Understanding San Luis Obispo County 

54 © 2016 Applied Survey Research 

Economy Summary 

Indicator Measurement California San Luis  
Obispo County County Trend 

Financial Well-Being 
Percentage of telephone survey 
respondents who felt they were 
economically better off this year than 
last year 

NA 34.8%  

Household Income Median household income $64,500 $62,648  

Concern About 
Employment 
Opportunities 

Percentage of telephone survey 
respondents who were “very 
concerned” about employment 
opportunities in their community 

NA 32.6%  

Unemployment Rates Unemployment rate 6.2% 4.6%  
Net Job Change Total employment, all industries NA 119,400  
Pay for Selected 
Occupations 

Median hourly pay, real estate 
agents $25.63 $34.49  

Retail Sales Per capita annual taxable sales $16,136 $19,065  
Travel Spending and 
Related Impacts 

Total direct travel spending (in 
millions of dollars) NA $1,516  

Increasing (Upward) trend; Declining (Downward) trend; Inconclusive; variable; no clear trend; NA Not applicable or data 
unavailable. Green arrow indicates positive trend; Red arrow indicates negative trend. 
Note: Data presented in table are the most recent data available.  
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Financial Well-Being and Income 
Overall financial well-being and income affects one’s ability to acquire resources for healthy living and impacts 
the overall health of a community. With regards to income inequality, research demonstrates that people have 
a shorter life expectancy in places with higher levels of income inequality. 
More San Luis Obispo County residents are feeling better off economically this year than in 2010. Thirty-five 
percent of respondents felt better off this year, a slight decrease from 39% in 2013; however, this represents 
an increase from 28% in 2010. Not having enough money was a “major problem” for nearly 25% of Spanish-
speaking parents in 2016, as compared to 40% in 2013. Eighty percent of overall ACTION telephone survey 
respondents had at least $300 in a savings account in 2016, as compared to 37% of Spanish-speaking 
parents. 

Financial Well-being 

 Do you feel you are better off this year than last year economically? 

Response 2010 2013 2016 

Yes 28.0% 38.8% 34.8% 
No 47.6% 25.9% 24.6% 
About the Same 24.4% 35.3% 40.6% 
Total Respondents 1,083 1,087 1,109 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey.  
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 Do you feel you are better off this year than last year economically?  

Region 2010 2013 2016 

North Coast    
Yes  26.6% 41.5% 33.6% 
No  47.8% 27.2% 25.9% 
About the Same 25.6% 31.3% 40.5% 
Total Respondents 255 248 256 

North County    
Yes  36.4% 46.3% 34.9% 
No  44.9% 24.9% 24.6% 
About the Same 18.7% 28.8% 40.5% 
Total Respondents 306 289 273 

San Luis Obispo    
Yes  23.5% 34.9% 37.6% 
No  48.6% 25.5% 21.5% 
About the Same 27.9% 39.6% 40.9% 
Total Respondents 244 292 296 

South County    
Yes  29.1% 31.9% 32.2% 
No  49.3% 27.3% 27.3% 
About the Same 21.7% 40.8% 40.5% 
Total Respondents 279 259 283 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey. 

 Please indicate if not having enough money is a problem for you personally:  
(Respondents Answering “Major Problem”) 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Face-to-Face Survey. 
2010 n: People Experiencing Homelessness=114, Spanish-speaking Parents=85; 2013 n: People Experiencing Homelessness=117, Spanish-speaking Parents=107; 2016 n: People 
Experiencing Homelessness=56, Spanish-speaking Parents=93.  
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 Do you have at least $300 in a savings account? (Respondents Answering “Yes”) 

 
Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016).Telephone Survey. 
2010 n: 1,058, 2013 n: 1,054, 2016 n: 1,063 
 

 Do you have at least $300 in a savings account? (Respondents Answering “Yes”) 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Face-to-Face Survey. 
2010 n: People Experiencing Homelessness=118, Spanish-speaking Parents=86; 2013 n: People Experiencing Homelessness=117, Spanish-speaking 
Parents=106; 2016 n: People Experiencing Homelessness=58, Spanish-speaking Parents=92.  

Household Income 
Per capita personal income and median household income increased over the years in San Luis Obispo 
County. In 2015, median household income was $62,648 in San Luis Obispo County, lower than the state 
($64,500) and higher than the nation ($55,775). Nearly one third (30%) of ACTION telephone respondents 
earned $35,000 or less in household income in 2016. 

Per Capita Personal Income 

Area 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

San Luis Obispo County $38,809 $41,423 $43,379 $44,657 $45,947 $49,873 
California $42,411 $44,852 $47,614 $48,125 $49,985 $52,651 
United States $40,277 $42,453 $44,266 $44,438 $46,049 $47,669 

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. (2016). 2010-2015 Regional Economic Information System. 
Note: Per capita personal income (PCPI) is calculated by dividing the total personal income by the total population for a given county. Total personal income (TPI) includes the 
earnings (wages and salaries, other labor income, proprietors’ income); dividends, interest, and rent; and transfer payments received by the residents of San Luis Obispo County. 
2015 data for San Luis Obispo County were not available at time of publication. 
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Median Household Income 
Area 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

San Luis Obispo County $58,978 $54,195 $60,264 $58,158 $63,474 $62,648 
California $57,708 $57,287 $58,328 $60,190 $61,933 $64,500 
United States $50,046 $50,502 $51,371 $52,250 $53,657 $55,775 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-2015 American Community Survey, 1-year estimates. 

 Which income range best describes your household income? 

Response 2010 2013 2016 

Less than $15,000  
per Year 9.9% 9.0% 8.1% 

$15,000 to $24,999  
per Year 11.6% 11.5% 10.6% 

$25,000 to $34,999  
per Year 7.8% 12.9% 11.5% 

$35,000 to $44,999  
per Year 8.9% 10.3% 10.7% 

$45,000 to $64,999  
per Year 12.7% 14.7% 12.8% 

$65,000 to $79,999  
per Year 15.8% 10.6% 10.5% 

$80,000 to $99,999  
per Year 11.4% 9.9% 13.4% 

$100,000 to $124,999  
per Year 10.5% 9.6% 8.6% 

$125,000 to $150,000  
per Year 5.0% 4.2% 6.8% 

Over $150,000 per Year 6.2% 7.5% 7.0% 
Total Respondents 965 950 980 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey. 

Employment 
Employment status is one factor affecting the ability of an individual to live healthfully and contribute to the 
community as a whole. For example, unemployment is associated with higher rates of self-reported poor 
health, long-term illness, higher incidence of risky health behaviors (e.g., alcoholism, smoking), and increased 
mortality.22 
Concern regarding employment opportunities is dropping. In 2010, slightly over half of ACTION telephone 
survey respondents (52%) were “very concerned” about employment opportunities in their communities; this 
percentage decreased to 42% in 2013, and to 33% in 2016. In 2016, 39% of respondents were employed full-
time, 30% were retired, 12% were employed part-time, and 9% were self-employed. 

 

22 Bay Area Regional Health Inequities Initiative. 2015. Applying Social Determinants of Health Indicator Data for Advancing Health Equity: A Guide for Local Health 
Department Epidemiologists, and Public Health Professionals. 
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Concern about Employment Opportunities 

 How concerned are you about employment opportunities in your community? 

Response 2010 2013 2016 

Very Concerned 52.3% 42.3% 32.6% 
Somewhat Concerned 32.8% 41.3% 38.8% 
Not at All Concerned 14.9% 16.4% 28.7% 
Total Respondents 1,089 1,086 1,096 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey. 

 How concerned are you about employment opportunities in your community? (By Region) 

Region 2010 2013 2016 

North Coast    
Very Concerned 47.5% 48.3% 32.5% 
Somewhat Concerned 37.9% 34.5% 35.3% 
Not at All Concerned 14.6% 17.2% 32.2% 
Total Respondents 255 249 254 

North County    
Very Concerned 56.8% 44.1% 30.2% 
Somewhat Concerned 30.7% 41.6% 38.3% 
Not at All Concerned 12.5% 14.3% 31.5% 
Total Respondents 308 290 271 

San Luis Obispo    
Very Concerned 48.7% 38.0% 38.0% 
Somewhat Concerned 32.5% 44.7% 36.0% 
Not at All Concerned 18.7% 17.3% 26.0% 
Total Respondents 242 290 292 

South County    
Very Concerned 58.0% 41.0% 31.8% 
Somewhat Concerned 28.6% 41.0% 42.5% 
Not at All Concerned 13.4% 18.0% 25.7% 
Total Respondents 284 259 279 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey.  
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 How concerned are you about employment opportunities in your community? 

Region 2010 2013 2016 

People Experiencing Homelessness 
Very Concerned 65.0% 60.0% 50.0% 
Somewhat Concerned 18.3% 26.7% 33.9% 
Not at All Concerned 16.7% 13.3% 16.1% 
Total Respondents 120 120 56 

Spanish-Speaking Parents    
Very Concerned 46.5% 36.8% 26.9% 
Somewhat Concerned 37.2% 45.3% 22.6% 
Not at All Concerned 16.3% 17.9% 50.5% 
Total Respondents 86 117 93 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Face-to-Face Survey. 

 What is your employment status? 

Response 2010 2013 2016 

Employed Full-Time 39.8% 44.6% 38.5% 
Retired 21.2% 17.6% 29.8% 
Employed Part-Time 11.2% 10.7% 11.8% 
Self-Employed 10.5% 11.1% 8.5% 
Unemployed 9.1% 7.6% 4.6% 
Homemaker 6.3% 6.2% 4.1% 
Disabled 5.9% 3.8% 4.4% 
Student 2.5% 5.4% 2.9% 
Casual or Temporary 
Labor 1.8% 1.1% 1.3% 

Total Respondents 1,097 1,101 1,113 
Total Responses 1,189 1,189 1,178 

Source: ACTION for Healthy Communities. (2010, 2013, and 2016). Telephone Survey. 
Note: This was a multiple response question which enabled respondents to select more than one response.  
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Unemployment Rates 
The unemployment rate was 4.6% in San Luis Obispo County in 2016, down from a high of 9.6% in 2010. In 
2016, the highest unemployment rate in the county was 8.6% in San Miguel, while the lowest unemployment 
rate was 3.5% in Cayucos. 

Unemployment Rate 

Source: California Employment Development Department, Labor Market Information Division. (2016). 2010-2015 Department of Labor Statistics, U.S, Annual Average Labor Force 
Data. 

Unemployment Rate, by Community 

Area 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Arroyo Grande 8.8% 8.4% 7.2% 5.9% 4.8% 4.0% 
Atascadero 8.4% 8.0% 6.9% 5.7% 4.6% 3.8% 
Cambria 7.3% 6.9% 6.6% 6.2% 5.1% 4.2% 
Cayucos 7.1% 11.5% 9.9% 5.1% 4.2% 3.5% 
Grover Beach 11.0% 10.5% 9.0% 7.5% 6.1% 5.1% 
Lake Nacimiento 15.1% 16.2% 12.9% 5.6% 4.6% 3.8% 
Morro Bay 8.7% 8.3% 7.1% 5.8% 4.8% 4.0% 
Nipomo 11.9% 9.4% 8.0% 6.1% 5.0% 4.2% 
Oceano 9.9% 6.1% 5.5% 5.5% 4.5% 3.7% 
Pismo Beach 8.2% 7.8% 6.7% 5.5% 4.5% 3.7% 
San Luis Obispo 10.6% 10.1% 8.7% 7.2% 5.9% 4.9% 
San Miguel 18.5% 16.4% 12.6% 12.4% 10.3% 8.6% 
Shandon 15.5% 16.6% 13.0% 9.3% 7.7% 6.4% 
Templeton 6.6% 7.0% 6.6% 6.8% 5.5% 4.6% 

Source: California Employment Development Department, Labor Market Information Division. (2016). U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Annual Average 
Labor Force Data, 2010-2015. 
Note: Data not seasonally adjusted. Data unavailable for Los Osos/Baywood and Paso Robles.  
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Pay for Selected Occupations 
Among selected occupations, financial analysts in San Luis Obispo County saw a 57% increase  in median 
hourly pay between 2015 and 2016 ($41.82 per hour to $65.76 per hour), while landscaping and 
groundskeeping workers’ hourly pay decreased by 12% ($14.14 per hour to $12.39 per hour). 

Median Hourly Pay for Selected Occupations 
Occupation 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Dental Hygienists      
San Luis Obispo 
County $42.85 $42.39 $43.56 $44.34 $45.64 

California $44.32 $48.02 $48.23 $48.31 $47.12 
Computer Software Engineers (Applications) 

San Luis Obispo 
County $40.92 $37.08 $40.15 $46.88 $50.94 

California $50.86 $49.96 $52.47 $56.35 $58.40 
Carpenters      

San Luis Obispo 
County $26.70 $21.09 $19.89 $21.53 $26.11 

California $27.38 $26.03 $25.58 $24.61 $24.73 
Accountants and Auditors      

San Luis Obispo 
County $30.65 $30.08 $31.06 $31.11 $30.12 

California $36.43 $33.50 $34.20 $34.71 $35.94 
Landscaping and Groundskeeping Workers 

San Luis Obispo 
County $14.57 $14.10 $13.81 $14.14 $12.39 

California $13.79 $12.03 $12.31 $12.53 $12.99 
Truck Drivers (Heavy and Tractor-Trailer) 

San Luis Obispo 
County $20.81 $20.67 $20.57 $21.17 $22.56 

California $20.48 $19.91 $19.77 $20.23 $20.58 
Secretaries (Except Legal, Medical, and Executive) 

San Luis Obispo 
County $16.53 $16.33 $17.14 $17.51 $17.23 

California $18.31 $17.98 $17.98 $18.29 $18.86 
Office Clerks (General)      

San Luis Obispo 
County $16.09 $11.12 $13.71 $14.05 $14.51 

California $15.77 $14.63 $15.24 $15.22 $16.14 
Restaurant Cooks      

San Luis Obispo 
County $12.27 $12.23 $14.55 $14.11 $14.04 

California $12.09 $11.28 $11.22 $11.51 $12.12 
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Cashiers      

San Luis Obispo 
County $11.41 $10.28 $10.09 $10.13 $9.90 

California $11.51 $9.94 $9.98 $10.27 $10.16 
Financial Analysts      

San Luis Obispo 
County $37.43 $28.08 $34.61 $41.82 $65.76 

California $49.13 $42.82 $44.05 $45.19 $46.53 
Real Estate Sales Agents      

San Luis Obispo 
County $27.10 $28.66 $33.06 $35.29 $34.49 

California $25.14 $18.64 $19.92 $25.05 $25.63 
Retail Salespersons      

San Luis Obispo 
County $12.83 $11.09 $11.46 $12.19 $12.12 

California $12.75 $10.66 $10.77 $11.32 $11.31 
Source: California Employment Development Department. (2016). California Labor Market Information. 
Note: San Luis Obispo County is recorded as San Luis Obispo-Paso Robles-Arroyo Grande MSA. Median hourly pay data are as of the first quarter of each year. Median yearly 
salary is calculated by multiplying the median hourly wage by 2,080 hours which accounts for 52 weeks per year assuming full-time hours. Computer Software Engineers 
(Applications) switched to “Software Developers, Applications” in 2013. 

Child Care Supply 
The number of families in San Luis Obispo County with all parents in the workforce fell by 13% between 2012 
and 2014; the number of licensed child care slots decreased by 8%. The annual average cost for full-time 
infant care in 2014 ranged from $9,353 to $14,551 for licensed family child care homes and licensed child care 
centers, respectively. While still costly, child care for preschoolers is somewhat less. In 2014, there were 
16,267 families with all parents in the labor force and only 4,579 licensed child care slots in the county.  

Child Care Need and Availability 

Response 2012 2014 

Number of Families with all Parents in the Labor Force 
San Luis Obispo 
County 18,355 16,267 

California 2,738,563 2,658,803 
Number of Licensed Child Care Slots 

San Luis Obispo 
County 4,976 4,579 

California 716,610 721,868 
Source: California Child Care Resource & Referral Network. (2016). 2012–2014. The California Child Care Portfolio. 
1The term children refers to children aged 0-13 years from 2004–2008. In 2010, the definition changed to children aged 0–12 years.  
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Average Yearly Cost of Full-Time Child Care, San Luis Obispo County, 2014 

Type of Care 
Licensed Child 

Care Centers 

Licensed Family 
Child Care 

Homes 

Full-Time Infant Care $14,551 $9,353 
Full-Time Preschool Care $10,268 $8,871 

Source: Child Development Resource Center. (2016). Resource & Referral Agency.  
Note: Costs are mean child care costs for 2014. 

Net Job Change 
The number of persons currently employed for all industries has increased from 2010 to 2015, from 102,400 to 
119,400 persons employed, respectively. While the number of persons employed in all non-farm industry 
occupations has increased, the number of persons employed in the farm industry decreased by 1,000 between 
2010 and 2015. 

Number of Persons Currently Employed by Industry, San Luis Obispo County 
 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Total Farm 6,100 6,700 6,300 4,500 4,700 5,100 
Total Non-Farm 96,300 96,600 100,800 106,700 110,700 114,400 
Total 102,400 103,300 107,100 111,200 115,400 119,500 

Source: California Employment Development Department. (2016). 2010-2015 Labor Market Information. 

Number of Persons Currently Employed in Non-Farm Industry by Type, San Luis Obispo County 
Area 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Mining, Natural 
Resources, and 
Construction 

4,800 5,300 5,300 6,100 6,400 6,700 

Manufacturing 6,000 6,100 6,500 6,500 6,800 7,000 
Wholesale and Retail 
Trade 15,700 16,100 16,300 16,400 16,600 16,800 

Transportation, 
Warehousing, and Utilities 3,600 3,500 3,800 4,000 4,000 4,100 

Information 1,200 1,100 1,200 1,400 1,400 1,500 
Financial Activities 3,900 4,100 4,300 4,100 4,100 4,200 
Professional and Business 
Services 10,000 10,300 11,700 11,700 12,000 12,700 

Educational and Health 
Services 11,500 11,400 11,700 14,000 14,500 14,700 

Leisure and Hospitality 15,500 15,900 16,300 16,200 16,800 17,600 
Government 19,600 18,300 19,300 21,500 22,900 23,500 

Source: California Employment Development Department. (2016). 2010-2015 Labor Market Information. 
Note: Data reflects July of each year.  
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Retail Sales 
Retail sales are a measure of the economic well-being of a community. Tax dollars from retail sales are used to 
support local government and fund important social services. Taxable sales are a measure of consumer spending and 
confidence because they are quick to react to decreases in either of these. 

Annual taxable sales in San Luis Obispo County have increased year over year from 2010 to 2014 (3.6 million to 5.3 
million). 

Per Capita Taxable Sales by Type of Business 
 San Luis Obispo County California 

Type of Business 2013 2014 2013 2014 

Retail Stores Total     
Motor Vehicle and Parts 
Dealers $1,761 $1,937 $1,795 $1,919 

Furniture and Home 
Furnishings Stores $281 $305 $281 $299 

Electronics and Appliance 
Stores $257 $265 $390 $397 

Building Material and 
Garden Equipment and 
Supplies 

$1,168 $1,222 $784 $820 

Food and Beverage Stores $918 $958 $668 $689 
Health and Personal Care 
Stores $307 $316 $298 $305 

Gasoline Stations $1,841 $1,794 $1,502 $1,460 
Clothing and Clothing 
Accessories Stores $836 $840 $922 $965 

Sporting Goods, Hobby, 
Book, and Music Stores $402 $400 $293 $290 

General Merchandise 
Stores $1,329 $1,337 $1,358 $1,363 

Miscellaneous Store 
Retailers $569 $585 $485 $499 

Non-Store Retailers $184 $211 $193 $217 
Food Services and 
Drinking Places $1,941 $2,090 $1,657 $1,778 

Total Retail and Food 
Services $11,796 $12,259 $10,628 $11,001 

Total All Outlets $18,363 $19,065 $15,497 $16,136 
Source: California State Board of Equalization. (2016). 2013-2014 Taxable Sales in California, Sales and Use Tax. 
Note: Per capita taxable sales figures are for each calendar year and are derived by dividing taxable sales by the total population for a given area.  
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Annual Taxable Sales (in Thousands of Dollars) by Jurisdiction, San Luis Obispo County 
Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Arroyo Grande $255,395 $270,288 $284,597 $298,125 $307,854 

Atascadero $253,351 $275,298 $290,591 $305,701 $308,763 

Grover Beach $85,740 $91,318 $95,832 $97,853 $105,429 

Morro Bay $119,777 $125,451 $134,984 $141,413 $144,039 

Paso Robles $613,616 $664,255 $703,555 $729,251 $772,286 

Pismo Beach $190,624 $209,086 $220,084 $235,986 $242,879 

San Luis Obispo  $1,080,237 $1,188,454 $1,278,529 $1,344,616 $1,394,105 

Unincorporated Areas $1,015,615 $1,193,839 $2,016,912 $1,864,844 $1,975,960 

San Luis Obispo County 
Total $3,614,355 $4,017,989 $5,025,084 $5,017,789 $5,251,315 

Source: California State Board of Equalization. (2016). 2010-2014 Taxable Sales by City. 

Per Capita Taxable Sales by Jurisdiction, San Luis Obispo County 
Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Arroyo Grande $14,804 $15,618 $16,469 $17,070 $17,553 
Atascadero $8,949 $9,625 $10,107 $10,370 $10,371 
Grover Beach $6,517 $6,919 $7,285 $7,376 $7,921 
Morro Bay $11,704 $12,187 $13,053 $13,432 $13,605 
Paso Robles $20,596 $22,203 $23,181 $23,550 $24,745 
Pismo Beach $24,902 $27,218 $28,383 $29,702 $30,292 
San Luis Obispo  $23,942 $26,253 $28,305 $29,581 $30,504 
Unincorporated Areas $8,598 $10,114 $17,014 $15,784 $16,562 
San Luis Obispo County 
Total $13,405 $14,865 $18,519 $18,363 $19,065 

Source: California State Board of Equalization. (2016) .  2010-2014.Taxable Sales by City. California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, Table 2: E-4 
California County Population Estimates for Cities, Counties and State, 2010-2014, with 2010 Benchmark. 

Travel Spending and Related Impacts 
Travel spending contributes to the overall financial health and well-being of a community. Nationally, domestic 
and international travel expenditures in the United States in 2015 were $947 billion, generating $147.9 trillion 
dollars in tax revenue for state and local governments. Moreover, the tourism industry is an important source 
of employment, supporting 15.1 million jobs nationally in 2015.23 In California, total direct travel spending was 
$122.5 billion in 2015; travel spending directly supported 1,064,000 jobs and generated $9.9 billion in state and 
local taxes.24 
Travel spending throughout San Luis Obispo County has increased over the past five years, from $1.2 billion 
in 2010 to $1.5 billion in 2014. This same time period saw the Transient Occupancy Tax rise 40% from 
$22,218 to $36,387. 

 

23 U.S. Travel Association. Accessed September. (2016). From https://www.ustravel.org/answersheet 
24 California Travel Impacts by County, 1992-2015. Accessed September 2016. From http://industry.visitcalifornia.com/Find-Research/California-Statistics-Trends/ 

http://www.ustravel.org/answersheet
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Travel Spending (in Millions of Dollars) and Related Impacts, San Luis Obispo County 
Category  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Total Direct Spending $1,158.3 $1,228.4 $1,424 $1,468 $1,516 
Local Tax Receipts $25.8 $27.6 $47 $51 $55 
State Tax Receipts $50.5 $51.5 $66 $70 $72 
Employment Generated 
by Visitor Spending 
(Number of Jobs) 

15,470 15,570 16,300 16,720 17,110 

Source: Dean Runyan and Associates. (2015). California Travel Impacts by County. 

Transient Occupancy Tax 1 by Jurisdiction (in Thousands of Dollars) 

Jurisdiction 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Arroyo Grande $348.0 $390.2 $630.4 $746.3 $840.6 $922.2 
Atascadero $409.2 $525.5 $638.1 $704.0 $779.4 $900.1 
Grover Beach $220.4 $219.1 $260.6 $273.4 $248.7 $333.3 
Morro Bay $1,818.5 $1,868.3 $2,026.2 $2,802.7 $2,542.4 $2,902.1 
Paso Robles $2,735.7 $3,023.3 $3,230.0 $3,350.0 $4,174.0 $5,024.5 
Pismo Beach $5,779.3 $6,268.9 $6,931.2 $7,279.5 $7,988.2 $8,682.1 
San Luis Obispo  $4,478.3 $4,859.4 $5,249.8 $5,572.4 $8,063.2 $8,811.1 
Unincorporated $6,428.9 $6,162.2 $6,392.0 $7,710.9 $8,063.2 $8,811.1 
Regional Totals $22,218.3 $23,316.9 $25,358.3 $28,439.2 $32,699.7 $36,386.5 

Source: Dean Runyan and Associates. (2015). California Travel Impacts by County. 
 1 Transient Occupancy Tax is levied for the privilege of occupying a room or rooms or other living space in a hotel, inn, tourist home or house, motel, or other lodging for a period of 
30 days or less.  
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